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PRESS-BOOK

A BRIEF ENCOUNTER
WITH RITA RIELLE
From an interview - March 2004
Rita Rielle, today you are an experienced painter who, despite much travelling abroad, is
actually renowned only in Switzerland, where you come from. Is it intentional or due to
circumstances?
Up to now, my urge to paint has kept me away from public relations and more or less
“mundane” meetings.
Moreover, my thirst for ever-improving has forced me to concentrate on painting and postpone
speaking about myself “until tomorrow or the day after tomorrow”.
The circumstances of life induced much travelling. I lived in Belgium where I had the
opportunity of drawing from the same fountains as the Great Masters of Flemish Painting did.
A flow of impressions and sights adding shades to my palette.
Later on, in Jordan, other vibrations... Petra and its rocks, the desert, drought, timeworn traces,
so many impressions which take us back to the essence, whose patina remains the unique
witness.
If asked to delineate your painting in words, what would you say?
As a painter who mainly uses oils on canvas, I think I have fairly mastered the medium by
now. My starting-point is concrete reality on which I take my stand to reach the spiritual
sphere. I aspire to remove all that is not essential and concentrate only on the Light and the
Motion of Life. Which, to me, is the meaningful core.
As to skills and craft, how do you deal with them?
Although used moderately as a rule, colour, made impressive both through fluidity in light and
shade and glazing, is the effective focus of a painting.
However, in a photographer’s way, I enjoy snatching views such as figures, moods, feelings,
attitudes, everyday scenes (trip notebooks) in felt-tip pen or pencil sketches. Wherever I may
go, I can always draw, a habit I have probably kept from my early years at the Fine Art School
in Lausanne, where I graduated and practised academic drawing between 1963 and 1967.
Rita Rielle, you have already spent more than thirty years painting. Your works have been
displayed in about thirty personal exhibitions. What do you still hope for?
You are right, I have actually been painting for about forty years now, ever since 1967. As to
the exhibitions, they were responses to requests, I myself have never worked towards that end.
Today, it is important for me to share my art with a larger public, especially in Paris where,
being also French, I enjoy staying fairly often.
Eventually, after that long speech, I must confess that I feel very eager to go back to the studio
and hold my brushes and spatulas again!

  

  

Main Exhibitions
  
1971 - 1982

SION (CH), Galerie du Vieux Sion MONTREUX (CH),

1978

Hôtel Helvetie

1979

CANNES, Château de la Napoule

1980

LE NOIRMONT (CH), Roc Montès

1981

NANTES, Les Foresteries

1981

PARIS, Salon des Indépendants

1981-83-84

MONT PELERIN (CH) Le Mirador

1982

BOUSSENS (CH), Galerie des 4 Fous

1982 - 84 - 86 - 88

BERNE (CH), Altstadt Galerie

1983 -1985

AVENCHES (CH), Galerie au Paon

1983 -1985

LIBREVILLE (GABON), Okoumé Palace

1983 - 88 - 90

BÂLE (CH), Galerie Noodelberg

1984

GENÈVE (CH), Galerie Martingay

1984

VILLENEUVE (CH), Galerie du Vieux Villeneuve

1985

VEVEY (CH), Galerie de la Grenette

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

1985 87 - 89 - 93 - 2000 LUCERNE (CH), Galerie Diebold Shilling
  

1986

NEUCHATEL (CH), Galerie du Vieux Faubourg

1987

LOURMARIN (France), Château de Lourmarin

1992

BRUXELLES, Exposition privée

1995

SION (CH), Galerie des Vergers

1998

ORBEC, Galerie du Manoir de l'Engagiste

2001 - 02 - 2003

MONTREUX (CH), Expositions événementielles

2007

Exposition MAG MONTREUX (CH) Galerie prestige

2008

Invitation MAG MONTREUX (CH) Revue accrochage

2010

Galerie ArtLoft MORGES (CH)

2010

Château de MORGES (CH)

2012

MAG Montreux (CH) collective exh. - 50 artists

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  

  
Renouveau du matin 80x80 - 2007

  

Rita Rielle tames... splattered oil colours that she skillfully combines and handles.
It is in her beautiful home-studio-gallery, a sort of magical islet perched above Montreux, that
you can best become acquainted with her.
Affable, passionate, she speaks about her struggling hand to hand with each canvas, her
merging relationship with her paintings. She shows you into her place, her garden, her kitchen,
and in front of her tools.
Minding her visitor’s feelings (she says “vibrations”), meeting should, to her, mean sharing
emotions and humour.
From Valais by birth, a former student in the Fine Art School in Lausanne, Rita Rielle is torn
between the tangible and the intangible, she strives for their osmosis in each painting. Motion,
lines, rythm and colour are her language, but that peculiar light of hers, sometimes so
troublesome, comes from her own alchemy.
If “a work of art comes to life only through looking at it” (Picasso), go and enjoy lingering at La
Vogallière, it is good for the soul.
Françoise Aubert, Revue Profil Femme, février 2006
(Woman Profile Review, February 2006)

  

Rita Rielle still goes further on her way as a painter.
Her works are the result of a constant struggle against what looks like easy simplicity in worlds
resolutely cleared of the unnecessary, but offering wide open space to imagination and dream.
Rita Rielle seems to see reality through the moody-coloured filters of her soul.
Marie-Paule Angel, Le Matin

  

  
Cercle d’une vie 65 x 81 - 2002

  

A la fois rigoureuse et fougueuse, spontannée et réfléchie, farfelue et disciplinée, bohème
alors qu’elle donne l’apparence d’une femme du monde ; Rita Rielle à l’image de son œuvre
est la dualité incarnée.
Josiane Rigoli

Péché d’orgueil 65 x 81 - 1994
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PORTRAIT
Rita Rielle is a painter working in oils on canvas.
The whole of her work is rooted in emotions offered by life and “vibrations” from her
environment. To Rita Rielle, each simple colour is the starting-point of a long development of
shades. She often uses the spatula. Superposition, retraction, scraping and brushwork are the
tools she uses to pursue her ever-reexplored language.
Each painting may be considered as the fruit of a rare sensitivity coupled with a remarkable
pictural technique: a precious item of a large collection, powerful stimulant of emotions and
imaginative associations. Her paintings open to the infinite. Their modernism fascinates through
its atmosphere and the symbolical style of the decor. Her creative liberty encourages her to
display her paintings in her home, where such a feeling of serenity prevails that her art acquires
a “zen” spirit.
Born in Sion, of Swiss nationality, Rita Rielle is profoundly attached to the canton of Valais. In
1967, she obtained the diploma of the “Cantonal School of Fine Arts in Lausanne”, Switzerland.
Immediately afterwards, she became an Art teacher and continued sharing her passion with
pupils for many years.
Meeting the painter Max Dissar in 1976 was a very significant event in her life. He had studied
with Pierre Bonnard when he was a scholar in the “Ecole des Beaux-Arts de Paris”. To Rita
Rielle, Max Dissar very soon became a fount a knowledge in the art of painting, particularly in
oils. They worked closely together for 15 exciting years during which she studied, explored,
experimented. For example, the discovery of the interference between pigments in juxtaposition
and their influence on the maturation of the work was for her an important revelation.
During this time, much work and many exhibitions took place until 1993, when the master died.
Since then, she has continued alone. Her 40th exhibition could be seen at Morges castle, on the
shore of Lake Geneva (lac Léman). To date, a large number of her paintings have been acquired
by art lovers and collectors all over the world.
Rita Rielle particularly enjoys drawing, which plays an important part in her quest. It gives
shape to a dash of humour, an emotion, a brief glimpse or as a sketch for a work in process.
The subjects of her paintings, such as figures, lakes, landscapes, are actually receptacles that she
inhabits and fills with her moods and aspirations in order to attain a glow, a light stemming from
spirituality.
After absorbing her surroundings, she flirts with abstraction. Rita Rielle welcomes you into her
studio; it is very simple: just dial +41 79 718 77 01, La Vogallière, Fontanivent above
Montreux.

  

Dans la brume 116 x 116 - 2003
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